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T.  F.  Pain  &  Sons,  L-td.,  Deal  &  Sandwich. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  Borough  of  Sandwich. 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  and 
consideration  the  annual  report  on  the  Health  and  General 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  your  Borough  for  the  year  1946. 
The  report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  reveals  a  satisfactory  state 
of  health  in  the  Borough. 

The  birth  rate  of  24.2  per  1,000  of  population  is  higher 
than  that  of  the  preceding  year  (17.51).  The  infant 
mortality  rate  of  12.1  per  1,000  live  births  is  lower  than 
that  of  the  preceding  year  (18.1). 

Except  for  measles  (14  cases)  there  was  a  low 
incidence  in  Zymotic  infection,  and  not  one  case  of 
diphtheria  was  notified. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  prevalence  of  the 
ubiquitous  mosquito  gave  rise  to  apprehension  as  to  the 
possibility  of  an  outbreak  of  malaria,  as  it  was  known  that 
quite  a  number  of  the  troops  stationed  at  Stonar  Camp  had 
returned  from  the  Middle  East  and  Mediterranean,  where 
they  had  contracted  the  complaint.  Mr.  P.  G.  Shute, 
F.R.E.S.,  was  sent  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to 
carry  out  an  investigation.  He  found  that  although  the 
malarial  carrying  mosquito,  Anopheles,  was  present  in  the 
locality,  the  predominating  variety  of  biting  mosquito  was 
the  Aedes  Detritus,  which  breeds  in  brackish  water.  This 
mosquito  does  not  carr}^  the  malarial  parasite. 

He  put  forward  suggestions  for  combating  the  menace, 
but  to  carry  out  such  an  extensive  anti-mosquito  measure 
would  be  costly,  and  one  which  the  Local  Authority  should 
not  be  expected  to  shoulder  alone.  For  it  to  be  a  success 
it  would  be  necessary  to  secure  the  full  co-operation  of  the 
neighbouring  Authorities. 

Once  again  I  should  like  to  record  my  sense  of  grati¬ 
tude  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  T.  Douglas,  who  as 
Sanitary  Inspector,  has  carried  out  his  duties  in  a  most 
thorough  and  efficient  manner.  He  has  been  of  great  assist¬ 
ance  to  me  during  the  year,  and  his  co-operation  is  unfail¬ 
ing. 

T.  J.  NICHOLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

The  Borough  of  Sandwich  is  a  market  town  sur¬ 
rounded  by  an  agricultural  area,  and  adjacent  to  important 
Colliery  developments.  It  is  enclosed  by  the  Eastry  Rural 
District  as  now  constituted.  The  major  portion  of  the  area 
is  low  lying,  but  in  the  Southern  portion  the  land  is  slightly 
more  elevated.  The  whole  of  the  northern  part  is  low-lying 
marsh  land  on  which  is  situated  the  so-called  Port  of 
Richborough,  which  came  into  existence  in  the  war 
1914-18. 


Area  (including  inland  water),  2,137  acres. 

Population  (census  1931),  3,687),  estimated  1946,  3,375. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1946),  1,185. 
Density  of  population,  persons  per  acre,  1.5. 

Rateable  value,  £27,870. 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate,  £100  15s.  4.48d. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE 

YEAR. 


Births. 


(1)  Live  Births: 


M.  F. 

Ttl. 

Legitimate 

...  46  29 

75 

Illegitimate 

...  4  3 

7 

50  32 

82 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000),  24.2. 

England  and  Wales,  1946,  19.1. 

(12)  Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Deaths. 

M.  F.  Ttl. 

Net  total  deaths  in  1945  ...  ...  26  27  53 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000),  15.7. 

England  and  Wales,  1946,  11.5. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Cause,  nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  12.1 

(England  Wales,  43  per  1,000.) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  13.3 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  Nil 


Other  Deaths — 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  11 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of 

age)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BOROUGH  DURING 


THE  YEAR  1946. 


Causes  of  Death.  Male. 

All  Causes  . 26 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  2 

Syphilitic  Disease  .  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pneumonia  . — 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

Oesophagus  3 

Cancer  of  Breast  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites  ...  ...  1 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  3 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

System  1 


Female. 
..  27 


1 

1 


1 

6 

5 

7 


Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  ...  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  ...  ...  ...  —  ...  1 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ...  2 

All  other  Causes  ...  .  4 

Of  the  total  deaths  Heart  Disease  accounted  for 
30.18%,  Cancer  20.7%,  and  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  15%. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  T.  J.  Nicholl,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


Borough  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspection:  T.  Douglas, 
F.S.I.A.,  F.Inst.P.C.,  A.M.Inst.M.E. 

Clerk  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Miss  Kathleen 
Lawrence. 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals: 

(a)  General:  There  is  no  general  hospital  in  the  Borough. 
Cases  requiring  treatment  are  largely  dealt  with  at  the 
Ramsgate  General  Hospital,  the  Kent  and  Canterbury 
Hospital  situated  at  Canterbury,  and  the  Victoria 
Hospital,  Deal.  These  hospitals  have  efficient  X-ray 
apparatus. 

(b)  Infectious:  Cases  of  infectious  disease  were  sent  to  the 
Eastry  Isolation  Hospital,  which  was  re-opened  in 
1940.  The  Eastry  Rural  District  Council  having- 
decided  to  close  their  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
an  agreement  has  been  entered  into  with  the  Thanet 
Joint  Hospital  Board  whereby  cases  of  infectious  ill¬ 
ness  occurring  in  the  Borough  will  be  admitted  to  the 
Board’s  Isolation  Hospital  at  Haine,  which  re-opens  on 
January  1st,  1947.  During  the  years  that  the 
Eastry  Isolation  Hospital  was  open,  76  cases  were 
admitted  from  the  Borough. 

Ambulance  Facilities: 

(1)  For  infectious  cases:  Cases  are  removed  by  the  Eastry 
Isolation  Hospital  Ambulance. 

(2)  For  non-infectious  cases  and  accidents:  The  Borough 
possesses  an  efficient  motor  ambulance. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes: 

There  are  none  in  the  Borough. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home: 

No  special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  this  by 
the  Authority.  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  County 
and  Nurses  of  the  Kent  County  Nursing  Association  visit 
in  the  Borough. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare: 

The  Centre  at  the  Masonic  Hall  is  administered  by 
the  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Disease: 

Arrangements  are  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Authorities. 

Laboratory  Facilities: 

Clinical  material  is  submitted  to  the  County  Labora¬ 
tory,  as  are  samples  of  milk,  water,  sewage,  etc. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water: 

The  water  supply  for  the  Borough  is  derived  from  the 
Corporation’s  Waterworks,  situated  at  Woodnesborough, 
in  the  Eastry  Rural  District.  From  a  deep  well  some 
187,000  gallons  of  water  is  pumped  every  24  hours,  and 
is  chemically  treated  prior  to  delivery. 

(a)  Chemical  Analyses: 

Description  of  sample  of  water  taken  from  reservoir, 
31/12/46: — 

Parts  per  100.000 


Total  solid  residue  . 

Chlorine 
Free  Ammonia 
Albumenoid  Ammonia 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  j-hour  at  80F.  .. 
Oxygen  absorbed  4  hours  at  80F.  .. 
Nitrates 


48.5 

3.4 

0.0 

0.0 

0.3 

0.014 

0.028 

Absent 


Remark:  The  water  was  of  very  good  organic  quality. 

(Signed)  F.  W.  ARNAUD, 
Public  Analyst  for  the  County  of  Kent. 


(b)  Bacteriological  Examination: 

During  the  year  samples  of  drinking  water  were  sent 
to  the  County  Laboratory  each  month  for  bacteriological 
examination.  These  reports  showed  a  low  count  on  only 
one  occasion,  and  the  Bacillus  Coli  was  consistently  absent. 
Good  water. 

V 

Drainage  and  Sewerage: 

Main  drainage  is  provided  for  practically  the  whole  of 
the  Borough.  The  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  River 
Stour  at  two  outlets  without  previous  treatment. 

Number  of  premises  connected  to  main  drain,  1,201. 

Number  of  premises  connected  to  cesspools,  20. 

0 


Public  Cleansings 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  domestic  refuse  is 
carried  out  officially  by  the  Corporation.  House  refuse 
collections  are  made  weekly,  a  Scommel  motor  vehicle  fitted 
with  canvas  covers,  to  render  the  process  of  loading  as 
dustless  as  possible,  being  used  for  this  purpose.  A  trailer 
is  attached  to  the  vehicle  for  the  conveyance  of  waste 
paper,  rags  and  bones.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  the 
Controlled  Tip  situated  in  Richborough  Road,  where  it  is 
compacted  and  the  banks  of  the  tip  covered  with  grass 
sods  previously  removed  prior  to  tipping.  This  method 
of  disposal  has  proved  quite  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area: 

The  following  are  the  particulars  supplied  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  with 
regard  to  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area: — 

No.  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year,  388. 

No.  of  Notices  served,  statutory  nil,  informed  28. 

NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Nature. 

Inspections. 

Dwelling  Houses 

•  .  . 

68 

Bakehouses  (5) 

•  •  • 

16 

Food  preparing  places  (4) 

48 

Factories  and  Workshops  (34) 

64 

Dairies  (3) 

12 

Infectious  Diseases  Inquiries  ... 

8 

Miscellaneous  . 

171 

DEFECTS  REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Defective  Sanitary  Accommodation  ... 

•  •  • 

35 

Defective  Drainage 

•  •  • 

42 

Cesspools  Abolished 

•  •  • 

1 

Refuse  Receptacles 

•  •  • 

55 

Structural  Repairs,  Roofs,  Walls,  Floors, 

etc. 

48 

Defective  Sanitary  Fittings 

•  •  • 

16 

Windows  and  Ventilation 

•  •  • 

22 

Water  Supply  . 

, , , 

16 

Miscellaneous 

49 
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Shops  Act,  1934: 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  made  76  visits 
in  connection  with  the  general  administration  of  the  Shops 
Acts.  No  formal  action  was  found  necessary. 


Factories  Act,  1937: 

There  are  some  35  factories  and  workshops  in  the 
Borough  which  were  regularly  inspected  and  found  to  be 
in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  well  conducted.  Minor 
defects  found  were  remedied. 


Rodent  Control: 

A  part-time  Rodent  Officer  is  employed  to  carry  out 
the  work  of  rats  and  mice  infestation. 

During  the  year  38  complaints  of  minor  infestations 
were  received  and  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Estimated  number  of  rodents  killed  after  prebaiting 
and  poisoning,  238. 

Examination  of  the  sewers  failed  to  show  any  signs  of 
infestation,  but  arrangements  were  being  made  for  a 
special  test. 

Verminous  Premises: 

Eight  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and 
satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Re-inspections  are  made  after  disinfestation  has  been 
completed  to  ensure  that  proper  precautions  are  taken  to 
prevent  re-infestation. 


Salvage: 

During  the  year  the  collection  of  waste  paper  and  card¬ 
board  was  continued,  and  after  sorting  was  baled  and  sent 
to  the  Paper  Mills. 

The  quantity  of  paper  and  cardboard  collected  was  27 
tons,  1  cwt.,  1  quarter.  Kitchen  waste  collected  in  the 
communal  bins  realised  15  tons,  1  cwt. 

For  having  achieved  the  highest  percentage  of  paper 
collected  per  1,000  of  population  in  the  South  East  Region 
of  Kent,  Sandwich  received  a  bonus  of  £1  18s.  3d. 
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SECTION  E. 


HOUSING. 

During  the  year  a  considerable  number  of  war- 
damaged  houses  were  repaired  and  made  habitable. 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year,  68. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  fit  for  habitation,  32. 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  for  habitation  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority,  32. 


Local  Authority: 

In  January  of  1945  a  lay-out  plan  for  200  permanent 
houses  of  the  3  bedroom  type  was  approved  by  the  Council 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  Black  Lane  site,  which 
is  a  completion  of  the  existing  Council  Housing  Scheme, 
from  Woodnesborough  Road  to  Black  Lane  with  an  access 
road  linking  up  Woodnesborough  Road  with  Dover  Road. 

The  first  contract  was  commenced  in  January,  1946, 
for  the  construction  of  concrete  road,  sewer,  and  water  ser¬ 
vices  to  20  houses  in  Sandwood  Road. 

The  contract  for  20  permanent  houses  was  commenced 
in  June,  1946,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  two  houses  were 
occupied. 


Private  Enterprise: 

A  private  contractor  commenced  completion  of  10 
unfinished  houses  during  1946,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
9  of  the  houses  were  completed. 

The  same  firm  obtained  a  permit  for  the  erection  of 
20  houses  at  Poulders  Gardens,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
work  was  in  hand  on  the  first  4  pairs. 

This  district,  in  common  with  many  others,  is  experi¬ 
encing  a  great  housing  shortage  which  has  produced  a  long 
waiting  list  of  applicants  for  houses. 
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SECTION  D. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  made  76 
inspections  of  the  Bakehouses,  Dairies,  and  other  food  pre¬ 
paring  places  in  the  Borough.  No  defects  were  found. 

Meat: 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  all  slaughtering  in 
the  Borough  ceased,  and  this  work  is  now  carried  out  at 
Canterbury  under  the  Ministry  of  Food  Centralised 
Slaughtering  Scheme. 

Condemned  Food: 

During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  con¬ 
demned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 

Beef,  2881bs.;  Mutton,  127lbs.;  Bacon,  16|lbs.;  Butter, 
281bs.;  Biscuits,  281bs.;  Canned  Foods,  1311bs.;  Rusked 
Meal,  1  cwt.;  Dried  Milk,  1  cwt.;  total:  5  cwt.,  2  qrs 2jlbs. 

Ice  Cream: 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  October,  1939,  makes  it  compulsory 
for  all  premises  used  for  the  sale  or  manufacture  for  sale  of 
ice  cream  to  be  registered  with  the  Focal  Authority. 
Number  of  premises  registered  4. 

Milk: 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  made  twelve 
visits  to  the  various  dairies  and  cow-sheds  in  the  Borough. 

Number  of  registered  premises,  1. 

Number  of  registered  retailers,  4. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Supply  of  Serum: 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  provided  by  the  Council  free 
of  charge,  and  supplied  to  doctors  for  the  use  of  their 
patients  in  the  Borough.  A  supply  of  this  serum  is  stocked 
at  the  Health  Office. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation: 

A  scheme  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against 
diphtheria  was  adopted  and  came  into  force  in  the  latter 
part  of  1940.  Up  to  the  end  of  1946  the  results  were  as 
follows : — 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  IMMUNISED. 

Under  5  years.  From  5  to  15  years.  Total. 

193  296  489 

(64.3%)  (58.3%)  (60.37%) 

Disinfection: 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The 
Council  does  not  possess  a  steam  disinfector.  Infected 
articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  are  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Eastry  for  treatment.  Number  of  premises 
disinfected  5. 


Verminous  Persons. 

There  are  no  facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  verminous 
persons  in  the  Borough,  but  there  are  facilities  for  the  dis¬ 
infestation  of  clothing  at  the  Eastry  Isolation  Hospital. 


Infectious  Diseases: 

Scarlet  Fever:  Five  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year. 

Erysipelas:  Three  cases  were  notified. 

Diphtheria:  No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 
Measles:  Fourteen  cases  were  notified. 

Pneumonia:  Three  cases  were  notified 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  the  year  1946: — 
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— 
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Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Remaining  on  Register, 
December  31st,  1946, 

Male 

Female 

Pulmonary 

13 

Non- Pulmonary 

4 

Pulmonary 

7 

Non- Pulmonary 

1 

Whooping  Cough.' — Thirty-six  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  UNDER 

AGE  GROUPS. 


Disease 

Age  Period 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

cd 


3 

14 

2 

3 
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PORT  AND  HAVEN  OF  SANDWICH. 

On  the  outbreak  of  war  administration  of  the  Port  was 
taken  over  by  the  Admiralty.  •  During  the  year  close  co¬ 
operation  was  maintained  with  the  Royal  Navy,  and  the 
facilities  of  the  Public  Health  Department  were  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Officers  concerned. 
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